Date  01/16/10    Meet Your Legislators  
Legislators’ Reports:

Sen. Crouch:  Working on Home Health Bill with Sen. Becker that will allow seniors to stay home for care. Ethics bill that passed provides more transparency and instills confidence in public.
Rep. Van Haaften:  Short legislative session is a sprint.  As Public Policy Chair, hearing bills related to alcohol study & early termination of rental lease due to lack of adequate security.  

Rep. Riecken:  Seeking bipartisan support on FSSA bill….Interim steps toward banning privatization. Will be attending hearing regarding abandoned properties & sheriff sales.

Rep. Avery:  Child Welfare Oversight Committee needed – children continue to die even with increased funding by State. Attended hearing on Guardianship for older adults.
Sen. Deig – Job Creation … find new ways to create jobs.  Public contract preference - IN companies get contracts.  Tax Callbacks – penalties to companies who don’t make quota for jobs.  Tax-free Pensions for federal employees – other states grant this, but IN doesn’t.  Meth Bill – has support from throughout state.

Rep. Becker – Delayed Unemployment tax on businesses for 1 year.   SB171 – Police/Fire Fighter Pension contributions revert to State if no dependent heir.  Amended SB171  to make retro-active to July 2009.  SB360 – Home Services Bill – one that Crouch co-sponsored.
Questions from audience:

1. Recycling Promotion Assistance (SB 234):  $700,000 in fund – Increase recycling in State via Grants to businesses.  Gov. Daniels wants to use funds for something else.
Deig – Leave money in fund.
Becker – Nee to cut millions in budget due to revenue forecast
Avery – Gov. is picking what he likes & doesn’t like in how he is allocating funds.
Riecken – Control of money is issue. Need more state funds in our area.  Watch SB 298.

Van Haaften – Trying to increase transparency. Where do tax dollars go when State receives them? 

2. Property Tax Caps & impact on local governmental services:                       Crouch – Resolution regarding Property Tax Caps allow public to vote on issue.  Voters are intelligent and will weigh options.  80% on her survey want to vote on issue.

Riecken – Need education on issue so both sides are shown.

Deig – Against Property Tax Caps.  In 2011, 11% of Posey County Homesteads will reach 1% cap, 15% in Vanderburgh County.  Governor now has control over school funding.  

Van Haaften – Paying more in Sales Tax (1% more) due to changes in tax law.  Homeowners pay both Sales Tax & County Option tax.  Five to ten years down road, if this is passed, voters will likely not like it (due to impact on other taxes).
Avery – The Question for the ballot referendum is drafted poorly.  This resolution exempts two counties (Lake  & St. Joseph). 
Becker – Caps are already in State Law – already in tax code.  Decision will be made by voters … 69% of her constituents want to vote on it.  State Chamber & Farm Bureau oppose the caps.  Eliminated inventory tax so businesses can have a larger cap.
3. Relationship Federal/State Government – Taxes, National Healthcare, Immigration, 2nd Amendment, etc.
Riecken – FSSA .. Feds could come into our state and take over this but haven’t.
Becker – State Attorney General seeking to protest Healthcare bill.  Feds don’t listen to Legislators.

Crouch – Don’t want unfunded mandates from Federal Govt.
Avery – Supports Single-payer.
4. Death & Inheritance Tax – Raise exemptions to 1 million.
Crouch – Introduced bill a few years ago.  Inheritance tax revenue – 161 million to State so important source of revenue.  Would like to eliminate tax.
Van Haaften – Probate Tax options.  Federal exemption of 3 million allowed.  Group/Study Committee sought to increase state exemption this Summer.
Deig – In support of this.  Family situation …. Cost $40,000 for farm property.

Becker – Should increase exemption.  Would like to eliminate, but not at this time.
5. Net Metering Law/Renewable Energy 
Deig – 10 KW Photo Panels will soon go on the roof of the Evansville Central Library… already in use by the Newburgh Library. Vectren is willing to have more providers.

Avery – HB 1094.  Pleased bill got introduced.  Hope it encourages more solar.
6. Privatization Limitation ….specifically regarding FSSA
Crouch – It has been a mess.  Representatives can resolve issue quicker.   Pilot project in Evansville…. Case Managers available locally in future.
Van Haaften – House Democrats want a Privatization Oversight Committee.  Privatization = Outsourcing.

Riecken – Ways & Means Committee is trying to get info on FSSA contracts with IBM & ACS.

Avery – Folks have died due to denial of benefits.  IBM is still being paid….pay should be wound down.
Deig – Legislative Assistants have had to almost become caseworkers.  

Becker – Health Finance Commission originally suggested pilot program on Privatization of FSSA.  Instead it was rolled out to 59 counties before contract with IBM billion contract was cancelled.   SB347 – Advisory Committee for Privatization.  Phone lines, computers, and updated software for caseworkers could have save a ton of money.
