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04/18/09
1. School Funding (HB 1001):  Changes to what can be paid out of Capital Project funds. (Background….there are 7-8 different funds for school.  Most of them if not all have restrictions as to what they can be spent on.  General Fund pays salaries and benefits.  Apparently since 2001 or so, some items that aren’t necessarily Capital Projects can be paid from that fund -- recently those items included utilities and some insurance.  Senate version of budget yanks the options that allow non-CP items from using this fund which would force them to come out of General Fund, which likely could lead to layoffs or some kind of reductions/cuts). 
Deig – Need flexibility with CP Funds.  Expects this to be revised in conference committee.  

Becker – Due to federal stimulus money, schools will get 1.9% increase this year and 2.1% next year.  Stated that options for CP fund have been around since 2001.
Riecken – Schools won’t see increase from federal stimulus if CP change goes into effect. 

2. SB89…. Abortion/Patient Rights.  Initial speaker questioned Rep Riecken’s comments.  The second speaker offered the opposite perspective and thanked Rep Riecken for her amendment.

Riecken – Offered amendment … right to good care. Strongly supports Little Lambs which helps women afford birth.

VanHaaften – Bill dealt with admitting privileges.
3. Light Rail to Chicago - What can public do to support this?
Avery – Enthusiasm by Biden/Obama for this.  Chicago will be hub for this.  It will have to extend beyond Evansville to Nashville/Atlanta, etc.  Trying to get $300,000 for study.  In past, there was an Interstate Compact between states from Chicago to Miami…. need to get other states back involved.

4. Tea Party – Senate Resolution 62 (State’s Rights), Senate Joint Resolution 1 (Property Tax Caps), & Hidden Taxes (Cancer Care cost to Businesses).  Second speaker pointed out that clinical trials don’t add cost to care.
VanHaaften – Senate Joint Resolution 1 not being heard this year. Property tax caps don’t allow uniform policy.  How many homesteads benefit from cap? very few. How many businesses/rental properties already pay above cap….more above cap?  Revenue has to come from somewhere.  Why is 1, 2, & 3% fair & best?

              Deig – Credits Governor Daniels for taking federal stimulus funds
  Avery – Property Tax Caps… unfair amendment… Lake and Marion counties     
  exempt

  Riecken – Mentioned League of Women Voters might have forums on caps.              
      5.     Federal Stimulus Funds – Will the funds be used for entitlement programs? 
  Avery – Some of funds will go to Medicare & Unemployment Insurance to help 

              those programs.  State has 1.4 Billion surplus and trying to leave that alone.
6. NCLB (No Child Left Behind)              
VanHaaften – Get federal government out of education.  Should be more vocal on this.

Becker – This comes up for renewal this year. Number of days spent testing in schools ….60 in E-VSC???  
Diagnostic tool is what testing should be done for thus remediation is critical.  

