MEET YOUR LEGISLATORS     November 20, 2010 at Central Library, Evansville

Jim Daniels started the program stating that all weapons needed to be locked in your vehicle. 
4 Legislators were present - Representatives Suzanne Crouch & Ron Bacon and Senators Vaneta Becker and Jim Tomes.

Opening Comments

Vaneta Becker is working on a bill to provide counseling options when folks leave hospital... so they know what all the choices and options are.  Also cancer patient was treated with a re-used medical device that was supposed to be one-time use... She is working on a bill to enforce the one-time usage.  

Ron Bacon...Working with Law Enforcement to restrict pseudoephedrine (Sudafed) to require a prescription.  

Questions from public:

1.  JD Strouth asked about redistricting and preventing gerrymandering.  

They mentioned a Committee for Elections will be headed by Eric Cook.  Suzanne mentioned something about hearings across the state on this.

2.  Question re fact that home care for those that are disabled is being cut.  Significant burden on caregivers.
Suzanne suggested others with same situation need to be equally as vocal.  

Kaitlen Thompson has been in touch with Vaneta Becker about this same issue explaining how it would impact her situation.  

3.  Ray Brown - President of Evansville Teachers Association brought up the issue of tax parity.  Wants similar tax deductions as other retiree groups.

Vaneta asked him what the fiscal impact to state would be.  He didn't have the info handy.

Suzanne suggested that he keep bringing it up.  Dim outlook this year with budget shortfall, but stay persistent with issue.

4.  Debra Constable spoke on CPS & perspective of grandparents' rights vs. child in foster care.  Claims her grandkids were doing better with her than in foster care.  

Vaneta & Suzanne were going to try to see what situation was and intercede for her.

5.  Mary Bennett - Speaking for Physical Therapy, request direct access to patients.  No need for doctor referrals which is how it works in almost every other state.

All the legislators seemed to support this.
6.  Roger Madden - Visitation Rights enforcement.

7.  Steven Smith - Education Reform.  Very disturbed with Dr. Bennett’s suggestions.  Bell curve for students and teachers is unacceptable.  Don't use test scores for teacher performance

Vaneta stated ... there is nothing to rate parents.  Bringing kids to school ready to be taught is key.  Lot of demoralized teachers...teachers are babysitters, doctors/nurses, social workers.  All the problems are dumped on teachers.
8.  John Blair - Scandal with Utility Regulatory Commission.  Person signing off on all the rate increases was applying for job at Duke Energy.  Ethics Commission didn't find any issue with that... John stated Vectren or Duke would pay enough to influence the election. 
Suzanne stated Ethics Commission needs new members. It was unclear who appoints Ethics Commission.

Jim Tomes questioned if electing the Regulatory Board would be an improvement 

9.  Roberta Heiman ... Campaign Finance Laws.  Financing of campaigns isn't healthy for our democracy. 
Mark Messmer is supposed to file a bill this year regarding this.

10.  Cathy Edrington... Comprehensive Smoking Ban. ... Level the playing field for the entire state.  

Vaneta mentioned that Health Finance Commission had a vote right before election and it failed by one vote (likely due to bad timing...).  

Vaneta and Suzanne seemed in favor of this.  Ron & Jim aren't at all.

Future meetings are third Saturday in Jan, Feb, Mar, & April.
